THE EVIL SPIRIT IS EXORCISED

enter the drum-throbbing ring. The moment for the
climax of the rite approaches. The spirit molesting the
corpse must be drawn forth and take possession of a 'drum
boy5 chosen for his powers, who now draws apart from his*
companions. All eyes are turned upon him. The stamping
grows wilder; the spirit-possessed puts forth all the frenzy
of which his body is capable. His face is hideously con-
torted, his eyes wildly stare, he rolls himself on the ground
and rubs his head in the dust, he slobbers with his lips as
though in a fit. He is clearly overcome by exhaustion,
and I, sickened by the sight of the orgy, depart as rifles
are discharged into the air, to add to the general tumult.

The mu'edhdhin's 'Credo' would put an end to the
ceremony if the spirit-possessed slave did not, before then,
swoon, symbolising the passing of the spirit that otherwise
would have given the corpse no rest. But he has fallen and
lies motionless; and now the aulad and banat gather up
his limp body and bear it home, thence they joyfully
disperse.
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